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PALOMAR 
AMATEUR 
RADIO CLUB 


February 2022 General Meeting 


Reminder: This meeting is online only! 


Radiosondes 


Please join us on Zoom at 19:00 on Wednesday, February 2nd for pre-meeting social time 
and at 19:30 for the start of the meeting, club announcements, followed by our program 
The Zoom link is: 


https://zoom.us/j/98736897490 
Meeting ID: 987 3689 7490 
Passcode: 001960 


Welcome to the February 2022 program for Palomar Amateur Radio Club. 


Radiosondes are scientific instruments carried by balloons up to various levels of the 
atmosphere. They take weather measurements. Those results are transmitted to stations 
on the ground. The instruments fall back to earth after the balloon ruptures at altitude, and 
there is an active community of enthusiasts that go out to recover them. 


We have two speakers tonight that will illuminate the wonderful world of radiosondes from 
two different viewpoints. 


Mark Moede graduated from the University of Wisconsin - Madison with a Bachelor of 
Science in Meteorology in 1983. After graduation he worked in private sector meteorology 
until 1991, and then joined the National Weather Service in Green Bay in 1991. That's 
where he learned about radiosondes and launched weather balloons. In 1995, he 
accepted a job at the NWS office in San Diego and has been here ever since. 


He is one of five "Lead Forecasters" in the San Diego office. He is the Heat Program 
leader with a focus on forecasting and messaging heat wave intensity and duration to the 
public and to Emergency Management partners in Southern California. He is also the 
Tsunami Program leader in his office. 


Ryan Gedminas is a senior at University City High School. He started trying to track the 
weather balloons in 7th grade and caught his first one in 8th grade. His freshman year of 
high school he wrote an article for QEX about his findings and has continued to follow the 
developments of the community since. The last couple years he has worked as a field 
journalist for the Nuts and Volts and SERVO magazines in addition to working as a 
Production Engineering Intern for Gatekeeper Systems. 


Through school and on his own he enjoys participating in competitive Swim, Waterpolo, 
Mountain Biking and Scuba Diving. He is planning on studying Electrical Engineering at a 
4 year college in California. 


He will speak about station construction, tracking, and recovery of radiosondes. 


President's Report 


Fellow HAMs, as we progress into February of 2022, 
we wish PARC a Happy 86th Birthday! Founded in 
1936, we have been serving the Amateur Radio and 


Emergency Services communities for nearly 9 decades! 
This is definitely something to be proud of, the century 
mark is just around the corner! 


Unfortunately, this month we also revert back to virtual 
meetings only, as suggested by local government and 
your Board based on talking with other groups in the 
area. We remain hopeful that future meetings will return 
to in-person and remain that way, but we do not yet 
have an exact month this will happen for us. 


In the meantime, we want to continue to encourage 
repeater use, in both analog and digital modes, and we 
are working on new projects on the mountain to expand 
our capabilities even further! 


Keep an eye on the Scope each month for the latest 
updates, and don't miss our monthly general meetings 
on the first Wednesday of the month, see above for 
Zoom link and topic! 


We are also saddened to share news of two SKs 
recently. We received word of two active members of 
the San Diego HAM Community. Phil Wells 

AF6AV and Timothy Everingham N6CUX. 


Thanks and 73 de K6JPE 


IT Appears By Spears 


Please have all items for the March Scope to me no later then February 20th. | would like 
to start getting the Scope out earlier in the month. 


73, 


Keith KM6CXW 


Membership Report 


Please keep an eye on your email for direct updates from your Membership Chair, Glen AI6RR, 
for updates about your individual membership status and renewal dates. You can always 


or on the website. 
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Two Radio Amateurs Appointed to the FCC 
Technological Advisory Council 


FCC Chairwoman Jessica Rosenworcel named two prominent radio 
amateurs among her appointments to the FCC Technological Advisory 
Council (TAC) on January 19. Appointed were Greg Lapin, N9GL, and 
Michelle Thompson, W5NYV. Lapin chairs the ARRL RF Safety Committee 
and has represented ARRL The National Association for Amateur 
Radio on the TAC since 2001. 


Greg Lapin, N9GL Michelle Thompson, W5NYV 


ARRL Laboratory Manager Ed Hare, W1RFI, noted that Lapin has been 
involved with RF safety and the FCC since the last FCC significant rules 
changes in 1998. "He is again helping the FCC prepare information on OET 
Bulletin 65 Supplement B for amateur radio, giving guidance for amateurs 
who need to comply with the FCC rules on RF exposure. His work is highly 
respected by the FCC and the ARRL Lab, making it easier for amateurs to 
evaluate their stations," said Hare. 


Thompson is CEO of the Open Research Institute (ORI), which she will 
represent on the TAC. ORI is a non-profit research and development 
organization dedicated to open-source work that includes such areas as 
amateur satellites and digital communications. She is an ARRL Life 


Member. Thompson will discuss “Digital Communications Technology” on 
February 10 at the ARRL National Convention in Orlando, as part of 
the Technology Academy workshop Track. 


The TAC serves to assist the FCC in identifying important areas of 
innovation and developing informed technology policies that support US 
competitiveness in the global economy. The TAC will consider and advise 
the FCC on topics such as 6G, artificial intelligence, advanced spectrum- 
sharing technologies, and emerging wireless technologies, including new 
tools to restore internet access during shutdowns and other disruptions. 
The TAC will hold its first meeting of the year on February 28. 


Classifieds 
Donations to Club: Make Offer 


¢ Transformer - 115 VAC primary, 880 V @ 0.34 A secondary, with c.t., 

several 5 and 6.3 V filament windings. 

Transformer - 115 VAC Primary, 3100 VAC @ 0.2 A secondary. 600 

Watts! With C.T. NO filament windings, plate power only. 

National Military Navy receiver. RAO-7, approx. 80#, full case over outside. 

Good external condition. Working but weak RX. 

e antenna tuner parts, high voltage variable capacitors, loading capacitors. 
Vacuum capacitor. 

« QTY =3, BC-458 cut/jump transmitters. WW Il Transmitter SCR274 
Command sets. Could be used to restore one to factory condition. 


Personal Items: 


e Tektronix Oscilloscope TAS455, 2 Channel, 60 MHz Bandwidth. Bench 
model w/ intelligent cursors. $125 Or Best Offer. OK HP 8640B RF signal 
generator. 455 KHz to 512 MHz. OK $300 OBO. 

e Tektronix 492P Spectrum Analyzer, 50 KHz - 21 GHz. Working OK. $300. 


John, WB6IQS, 760-727-3876 


| am no longer using my P.O. Box here on Palomar Mountain 
| have been saving Box 73 for a local ham. 


Please spread the word. There must be a ham who owns 
property on Palomar who wants it, it should not go to waste. 


Regards, 
Fred Brown 
W6HPH 
760-740-8501 


1am an inactive Ham (KK6GKN) and retired Electronic Engineer. | was a long-time antique 
communications receiver collector and also a digital hobbyist. 


l've lost interest lately in hands-on electronics hobbying. I've got some excellent, modern, solid 
state, test stuff like dual trace oscilloscopes, audio and RF signal generators, transistor testers, 
etc looking for a good home. If you or somebody you know is interested, (specially youngsters), 
let me know. We are talking FREE. Boy, when | was in High School | would have gone ape if I'd 
had a chance like this. 


As part of it, | also lost interest in my antique communications receiver collection. I've offered 
them to SCARS (my Antique Radio Society club) - no firm plan yet. But if you have any antique 
guys, | got good stuff FREE. Old test equipment, receivers, tubes, parts, many vintage books, 
boat anchors, though many need some repair/restoration. Best things are probably a really nice 
Hammarlund Comet Pro and a Hallicrafters S-7. Most stuff is National because | really admired 
their engineering. 

Let me know 

Ralph 

858-603-5762 


Emotional Outlet 


Your Board of Directors 


Call Sign. Name. Position 

K6JPE Joe President 

W5NYV Michelle — Vice-President 
W6TQS Jim Secretary 

K2VO Jim Treasurer 

AI6RR Glen Membership Chair 
AJ6FQ Ron Director #1 

KD9LF Chris Director #2 
KM6CXW _ Keith Scope Editor 
KF6EWTN Mark Repeater Chair 


NNS3V Charlie Site Chair 


Member Satisfaction Survey 


Scope Articles/Content 


Please submit articles or content to scope @palomararc.org if you have done something interesting please share with us! 
We'd love to see your HAM shacks, mobile rigs, hiking rigs, stories about your hikes or expeditions, anything you think other club 
members may be interested in reading about. 
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